THK Jain College

esonance

Annual Magazine
2019-20

6, RAM GOPAL GHOSH ROAD, COSSIPORE, KOLKATA-700 002

(A Self Financed Govt. approved Minority Institution run under the auspicious of Shree S. S. Jain Sabha)
(Accredited by NAAC with ‘B+’ Grade (1st Cycle)




Resonance

Annual Magazine 2019-20

Cantents

Message from the President Governing Body
Message from the Secretary’s Desk
Message from the Principal’s Desk

Message From the Editor’s Desk

A Glorious Journey of 90 years

“lluminating the path of Academics :

Dr. Kiran Sipani's Inspiring Journey”

Cover Story- Sleuths of Bengal

Prof. Swara Thacker

Unconventional Career Choices

Prof. Swara Thacker & Prof. Deepayan Datta
Representation of Disability in Indian

daily soaps and their Dimension

Prof Anindita Chattopadhyay

The long awaited family trip to

Balasore and Puri Prof. Ankita Ganguly

Last Dream Souhardya Chatterjee
WITCHCRAFT Prof. Oindrila Sengupta

Will Newspaper Survive In Future?

Prof. Siddhartha Chatterjee

To the Girl beside my seat Deeptanshu Pandey

The Most Unbearable Pain-

‘Destruction of One’s Own Self Priyanka Shome

A Way Out Shaswata Kumar Chowdhury
AYoung Heart Pragati Jaiswal

Picture Gallery

Picture Gallery

Picture Gallery

HAYREAT TR & e |

HHITSTR 3R SIS GReehioT Ui, Faid T
SRl 1 ugd Yfa, J8T ugd g W K= we
fafeat midqer =

Sfedt e =

THET FRY0T FHR SERT

®Y 3IH T THTCA TBR

T % &7 ferar e

fe<t TRt gy e e

Ug TifdeRT T

Picture Gallery

Picture Gallery

Picture Gallery

02
03
04
05
06

07

11

16

21

24
26
27

28
31

32
33
33
34
35
36

37
40

41
43
45
45
46
46
46
46
47
47
48
49
50

S ore Trisha Sil
AT, SF...... Anirban Bhattacharya
B IO Satadeepa Das

E{f\@ Prof. Suvadip Das

o Sandeepan Pal

R Ot ST ol SR G J@t el if 3227
Saptarshi Mandal

i o1& &1 Trisha Sil

f&-*1% SHRIRFICS SR 3% 21N Mousami Banerjee
#AfSAW Prof. Sreeja Ghosh

f3fw=g #ica Dr. Sudipta Mitra

v Subhdeep Das

JalY  Saranya Trivedi

A% Sandeepan Pal

Picture Gallery

Picture Gallery

Cross Word

BRAIN TEASERS

Cross Word Solution

BRAIN TEASERS--ANSWERS

Members of The Editorial Board
Dr. Mausumi Singh Sengupta
(Principal & Chairperson)

Prof. Anindita Chattopadhyay

(Dept. of Journalism & Mass Communication)
Prof. Swara Thacker (Dept. of English)
Prof. Brijesh Singh (Dept. of Hindi)

Prof. Jhumur Mondal (Dept. of Bengali)
Prof. Swati Sharma (Dept. of Hindi)

Cover Page Designer

Prof. Siddhartha Chatterjee
(Dept. of Journalism & Mass Communication)

51
54
56

57
65




Message from the
President Governing Body

Itis a matter of great happiness that the college magazine Resonance 1s

being published.

I am sure that the college magazine will provide a platform to the
students to sharpen their writing talent and will strengthen the
academic activities of the college.

On this occasion I would to like to convey that we must create a safe
social and physical environment to help all our students learn and
succeed. This is my firm conviction that you will carry the rich values
and traditions imbibed here to greater heights. Our college has the
privilege of an excellent infrastructure and has healthy and
harmonious ambience. We are in the process of creating more
facilities.

The credit goes to the blessings of our college management and parent
body SSS Jain Sabha. It is expected that each and every student will

excel and study with due diligence.

I send my warm greetings and best wishes.

Solidrmnay Singlui
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Secretarny’s Desk

Hey friends! A magazine is a reflection of an
institution, its infra-structure, faculty, students, co-
curricular activities, etc. A college is that place
from where the students' decisive academic
journey commences. The more the students gain
confidence, the better they equip themselves to
face the world beyond them.

It has been our constant and consistent effort to
adorn the college and provide the students with
advanced amenities, technology and multiple co-
curricular activities. I end my message by seeking
the blessings of the Divine....

Lalit Kankaria
(Secretary)




“Without your involvement you can’t succeed.
With your involvement you can’t fail.”

--Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam, Scientist and an
Educationist with a great vision

A faith that T.H.K. Jain College believes in and
strives to live up to.

It is important for an institution to create a cultural
environment and not just a campus. The college
provides opportunity for enrolment of students
from all corners of society. Since its inception, the
college has shown a positive graph of growth in all
respects that comprises not only student strength
but also the number of subjects being offered. After
completing 13 years of contributing to the field of
education, the college is more committed than ever
to improve academic performance and serve the
students in the best way possible.

Our college has always ensured integration of
academic learning with co-curricular activities for
students thereby enhancing their overall
experience of learning in the college. Students are
encouraged to get involved in various academic
activities that include seminars, presenting
research articles, preparing projects and wall
magazines that help them think beyond marks.
Besides academic programmes, opportunities are
provided to students for participation in co-

Principal’s Desk

curricular programmes like Annual Sports, Social,
Cultural and literary events both in and outside the
college. Our students have won several awards in
sports and cultural events. | want to applaud the
contribution of our students in organising and
conducting various events and displaying
exemplary leadership quality.

‘RESONANCE’, our college magazine, presents
before you the thoughts of our young minds and
showcases their hidden talent, disproving the
negative impact of social media on the thinking
ability of Millennials. | am sure this magazine will
carry a positive message to those who are
interested in educational and literary activities. |
congratulate the Editors, all the members of the
Editorial board and the contributors for bringing out
this beautiful magazine.

On this occasion of completing 13 successful
academic years, | express my sincere gratitude to
the management for providing all kinds of support
to run the institution smoothly. | take this
opportunity to congratulate all the staff members
whose untiring efforts have enabled us to reach
this stage of success.

| convey my best wishes to my dear students in
their chosen career paths

Drn. Mawsumé Singh (Sengupta)

(Principal)
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From the Editor’s Desk

DearReaders,

THK Jain College has the proud privilege of bringing out the
6th edition of the college magazine Resonance. On this
occasion, it gives us great pleasure to place before you the
creative efforts of the students of the college as well as
faculty members and staff,

Our annual magazine Resonance is a forum where everyone
can express their thoughts freely in words and photographs.
The Editorial board has worked hard throughout the year in
pbringing out this edition while making it attractive,
informative and colorful.

We hope all of you will get immense pleasure while going
through thisissue of the college magazine.

Yours Sincerely

Anindita Chattopadhyay
(Ediitor)

SwaraThacker
(Co-Editor)




Shree Swetamber Sthanakvasi Jain Sabha-
A Glorious Journey of 90 Years And Counting

Established in the year 1928, Shree S.S. Jain Sabha recently
celebrated 90 years of serving the community and promoting
“Shiksha, Seva and Saddhana” through multiple educational
institutions functioning under its aegis. The S.S. Jain Sabha has
contributed immensely to the field of education without
seeking any kind of publicity. Following the Jain philosophy of
Right Knowledge, its journey in this field started off with just
two students and a teacher. Now it has reached a stage where
five educational institutions function under its supervision and
offer courses from the Primary to Graduation level. Despite
being minority institutions, the schools and colleges
functioning under the Sabha impart education to students
irrespective of their caste, class and religion. All the requisite
facilities and infrastructure along with appropriate
technological support are provided to the students to ensure
that they receive holistic and high quality education and go on
to become eminent contributors to their community in the
future. TH.K. Jain College is also a part of this group of
institutions and is sincerely grateful to Shree S.S. Jain Sabha for
supporting the college in every way possible to serve more than
3,500 students.




1. You have been teaching for the past 40 years.
How would you describe your journey as a
teacher?

A. The years | spent in teaching have been
fabulous. Teaching is my passion. | taught a
diverse set of students in 40 years. | enjoyed
teaching my classmates in school. | try to
educate my domestic helpers, taking out time
from my busy schedule. Along with my teaching
in three degree colleges, | taught the children of
my locality from KG to B.A. as a social service. |
worked for 28 years in Acharya Jagadish
Chandra Bose College. Hindi Honours was
lately introduced in the college. | had the hunger
toteach the higher courses. | got the opportunity
to teach private M.A. students of Calcutta
University. An organization called 'Hanuman
Mandir Anusandhan Sansthan' offered me to
take honorary classes for the above students on
Sundays. Sacrificing my family and social
interests on Sundays | used to run for the
classes between 12-5 like other weekdays for
22 years. Himachal Pradesh University had its
periodical teaching centres in Calcutta for its
private M.A. students. | taught them for years
with challenges like getting an overnight
syllabus. Some of my students were same
agers or elder to me. As | am in direct contact

“llluminating the path of Academics :
Dr. Kiran Sipani's Inspiring Journey”

with my students | get a chance to mould and
guide them. The spark in their eyes recharges
my battery. Teaching broadened my outlook and
| became more courageous and bold. Gradually
| became a counselor not only to my students
but to my family members also.

2. Whatinspired you to take up this profession?
A. | was a good student. My mother and one of
my elder brothers supported me for
postgraduation studies. My kind-hearted father
objected because boys were not so educated in
our society. He didn'twantto get me marriedto a
lesser-educated boy. | convinced him that even
if | become a post-graduate, | will not mind
marrying a graduate boy, but | should be given a
chance to interview the boy. Though my father
expired before my post-graduation and
marriage, | kept my promise. | interviewed and
married a graduate businessman. | am the first
postgraduate daughter and daughter-in-law of
both the families. There was no scope to think
about the profession. The fire inside me to do
something, the courage to take decisions for
myself, the encouragement of my Sir Late Dr.
Prabodh Narayan Singh, my mother and
mother-in-law - all together inspired me to enter
(though lately) this noble profession.
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3. Out of your treasure trove of innumerable
memories as a teacher, can you share some
moments that you consider unforgettable?

A. Sure. | would like to share two incidents of
AJC BOSE College. My students of Class XI-XII
had an urge to learn Hindi Literature. | trained
them for Hindi Literary Quiz Competitions
organized by Shri Shikshayatan College. My
students competed with B.A. Hons. students of
different colleges. | feel proud to say that my
students won the trophy. The second incident is
related to my first batch of Hindi Hons. As | told
you that Honours course was lately introduced,
roughly 20 years after my service. We were four
professors in the department. After completion
of the 1st year the students were restless to join
private tuition for Hindi Honours outside the
college. | discouraged them and promised that
whichever topic is not clear to them, | will
personally teach again. They gave me a list of
topics after the selection test. | worked hard day
and night. You won't believe that their University
Exams were supposed to start from 20th April
(probably) and they attended my special
classes till 10th April 2007 from 12-5 for a
number of days, whereas the other
departments of the college were fed up with the
students not turning up even for the regular
classes. For the first time in the history of the
college | made arrangements for Mock test after
the selection test. My joy knew no bounds when
the results declared that one of my students had
ranked 3rd in the University Exam.

4. Which of your achievements do you regard as
milestones of your professional career?

A. "Il received 'All Rounder Prize' and special
award named 'Lila Memorial Award' of my

school in 1965-66.

*Calcutta University honoured me with 'Gold
Medal' for holding 1st class 1st position in
Masters in Hindi (1969-71).

*| was thrilled when | was awarded a Ph.D.
degree from Calcutta University after being
involved in many responsibilities of my joint
family year after year and expiry of Ph.D.
submission date twice.

*Though not more in number, whenever my
books were released | had a sense of fulfilment.
I hope to complete a few more books in the near
future.

* As the Secretary and President of 'Sahityikee' -
a literary Cultural Women Organization - | did a
number of memorable things for 20 years.

* | was overwhelmed when my school - 'Marwari
Balika Vidyalaya' felicitated me on the
centenary celebrations on 3rd of September
2019.

* | am grateful to 'Vichar Manch' that selected
me for the prestigious award 'Phool Kumari
Kankaria Siksha Seva Sadhana Samman'2019
that | received on 8th December 2019.

5. Throughout your career you have always
promoted the importance of Hindi as a
language. Can you shed some light on your
contribution to research in the field of Hindi
literature and language?

A. My research work is related to 'Apabhransha’
language. Apabhransha is considered as the
mother of Modern Indian Languages. Generally
people understand that Sanskrit is the mother of
Hindi, Bengali, Marathi etc. But it is not true.
Sanskrit is the great grandmother. | had chosen
Apabhransha Ram Epic - 'Paumchariu’ - of
Swayambhoo - the best poet of Apabhransha -
for my research work. After bringing forward the




qualities of the epic, | highlighted the poetical
tradition and qualities of mother Apabhransha
that were adopted by daughter Hindi. As a
research guide my experience is zero. When |
was teaching regular courses, college teachers
didn't have the right to guide the research
scholars.

6. What is your take on the importance of
teaching and learning Hindi literature and its
relevance intoday's times?

A. Now many new streams and avenues are
opened up for learning. So the trend and the
glamour of teaching and learning Hindi has gone
down in the academic field, though the number of
post-graduate students has increased. Students
are attracted to professional courses. Hindi-
medium schools are being converted into
English-medium schools. Neither do the English-
medium students have the expected background
and love for Hindi, nor are they are inspired by
their parents. Hindi is not admired in the society.
Hindi speaking people are looked down upon.
Eminent Hindi scholars are thrown out to the
margins. But on the other hand, after
independence, on 14th September 1949 the
article no. 343 increased the power and field of
Hindi. In Government jobs, banks, law, social
media, journalism and translation, Hindi is in
demand. Worldwide, Hindi holds the second
position as a speaking and communicative
language. Chinese language Mandarin has the
honour of holding the first rank. Hindi is being
taught in 500 institutions of 140 countries of the
world. Central Hindi Secretariat for world
language Hindi has been opened in Mauritius in
recent years. | am very hopeful for the future of
Hindi. | don't consider Hindi a a dying language.

7. The educational system has undergone
several changes in the past few years. Which of

these changes do you like and which areas do
you think have the scope forimprovement?

A. The new education policy of inter-discipline
curriculum has really helped teachers and
students to come out of their shell and has
broadened the horizon of thinking. The new
semester system has reduced the burden of
students. Of course the sphere of knowledge has
increased but the students lack in depth.
Teachers get less time for solid teaching. Every
system has its good and bad aspects. | feel very
sad when | see students and even teachers
speaking or writing incorrect language. In my
opinion primary education should be taken care
of. If the base of a child gets ready in lower levels
then the upper level teachers don't have to work
hard. In Finland and South Korea primary
teachers are better paid than the upper level
teachers. These types of suggestions may lead
to more discussions. | remember very well that till
class ten we were given one page dictation in all
the languages taught, which has become a
milestone in my education.

8. Women have to face a lot of disparities and
gender-based inequality at the work place. What
is your view on this matter?

A. Men and often other women respect the man
more in a professional set up. Women always
have to work twice as hard to prove themselves
at the work place. People often don't realize their
unknown biases that make them believe men are
better and have a more in-depth knowledge
about a subject, incorrectly assuming the women
don't know. When some women do reach the top,
it's like being lonely in a herd of men. If a man
reaches the position he must have been damn
good, but if a woman does, she must have been
promoted due to diverse reasons — this is what
most people truly believe.
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9. Apart from teaching which other activities
hold your interest? How do you spend your
leisure time?

A. Apart from teaching | have a wide range of
experiences. | take active participation in the
activities of many literary, academic, cultural,
social and religious organizations and
institutions.

*I was attached to Hanuman Mandir
Anusandhan Sansthan for literary activities and
honorary teaching for 32 years.

* | served the social cause by joining Marwari
Yuva Manch, North Calcutta, as Vice-President
for2 years.

* AJC Bose College selected me as a governing
body member, Arts' Coordinator, Primary Unit
Convenor and Head of the department of Hindi
foryears.

* | was a member of Board of Studies of St.
Xaviers' University and Kalyani University.

* | have been associated with Public Service
Commission, West Bengal for past 25-30 years.
* Being a governing body member of Day Home
for Girls for 2 years, | got the opportunity to
implement some ideas for the girl child.

* | am fortunate to render my services to Sri
Shwetambar Sthanakvasi Jain Sabha through
programmes.

* | was passionate about vocal classical music,
but due to other interests | couldn't fulfil this
desire, though | held the 1st rank in 1st year in
West Bengalin 1964.

* | do enjoy cooking and relish serving people.

* Knitting was also one of my hobbies. | used to
knit while climbing up and down the stairs of the
college. | was famous as a knitting girl.

* | enjoy indoor games. | am interested in
movies and dramas.

* Children always surround me to hear stories.

*I conducted a number of programmes,
presented papers in seminars and 10th World

Sanskrit Conference.

*| write short stories, articles, memories and
poetry. My poems, short stories, social and
literary discussions are circulated through
television and Aakashvani. | want to live for a
hundred years just to focus on writing.

10. You have been an integral part of T.H.K. Jain
College. How would you describe your
association with this institution?

A. l had made up my mind not to join any college
after retirement. But man proposes God
disposes. My ex-colleague of AJC Bose College
and Ex-Rector of this college Prof. O. P. Singh
constantly requested me to join this college.
After one and half years of retirement | joined
the college on 1st September, 2010. | am highly
indebted to Principal Madam, my colleagues,
students and non-teaching staff for showering
immense respect and love on me. | bow down to
Prof. O. P. Singh for my involvement with this
college which has kept me active till date.

11. Finally, what are the words of advice that you
would like to give to the students of the college
about dealing with academic and professional
challenges?

A. Will power, focus, sincerity, positive attitude,
knowing your abilities, constant filtering of your
character, acceptance of failure and planning of
work are the key factors in any field of life. Most
important points are as follows

* Always work with mind, heart and hands.

* Always help the juniors to develop and shine.
*Never stop giving your best to the society.

=
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COVER STORY- SLEUTHS OF BENGAL

Are you an ardent fan of Feluda or Byomkesh?
Then you are in for a treat! If you haven’t heard
their names, prepare yourself for a crash course
on famous Bengali detectives. You may ask, why
Bengali detectives? Well, who doesn’t like
detective stories? The blend of suspense,
mystery, thrill and fear of the unknown that a
detective story offers is unmatchable. When it
comes to famous detective characters created by
Indian writers we cannot give enough credit to
our very own Bengali writers who have given us a
whole gamut of sleuths solving a range of
mysteries. Moreover, there has been an array of
films which have brought to life these goyendas
on celluloid in the past few years. When there’s
so much buzz surrounding this genre, why
should we be left out?

But before we get introduced to the famous
detectives themselves, let us understand the
meaning of the term goyenda. It is a colloquial
Bengali term for a detective or sleuth which
instantly evokes a picture of a man with a pistol in
one hand collecting evidence of a crime to nail
the perpetrator. He is usually accompanied by a
sidekick who inadvertently leads the goyenda to
a crucial clue without realising.

Now that we are armed with this knowledge, let’s
take a look at some of the most memorable
characters created by the likes of Satyajit Ray,
Saradindu Bandyopadhyay and many more
writers spanning a history of around 100 years!

BYOMKESH BAKSHI

The first detective that we will focus on is
Byomkesh Bakshi- the quintessentially Bengali
detective better known as “Satyanweshi’ or
seeker of truth. He has owned the hearts of
millions of detective fiction lovers since 1931.
The character made its first appearance in the

Prof. Swara Thacker (Dept. of English)
Student Contributors-

Biswadip Sarkar, Shashwata Chowdhury
Chandrabali Sarkar, Anwesha Chakraborty
Tanumoy Mukherjee

short story “Satyanweshi” by Saradindu
Bandopadhyay. Byomkesh was the typical
intellectual Bengali man, desired by many, in the
attire of white shirt and dhoti, having the habit of
smoking and drinking milk-tea. Initially, he dwelt
in the mess at Chinabazar ‘Presidency Boarding
House’ with his companion Ajit Bandopadhyay,
the narrator. Then they shifted base after he
married Satyabati.

Saradindu Babu was much influenced by Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle’s detective Sherlock
Holmes. He penned 32 Byomkesh stories
between 1932 and 1970 like Seemonto-Heera,
Chorabali, Makorshar Ros, Chiriyakhana,
Shojarur Kanata, Byomkesh O Boroda,
Raktomukhi Neela, etc. The stories present a
range of crimes where Byomkesh destroys an
international drug racket, solves household
mysteries and murder cases. Saradindu
provided Byomkesh with intriguing and
sensational cases which were very well written
and captured the essence of Pre and Post-
colonial Bengal. He came out of the ambit of
detective fiction for children and teenage readers
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and gave a sexual angle to his stories which
attracted the adult audience. The mysteries that
confront Byomkesh quite often hinge on lust,
adultery, promiscuity and even incest.

Byomkesh was introduced to a national audience
in 1993 through the Doordarshan serial of the
same name directed by Basu Chatterjee which
gained immense popularity. Now, the
adaptations of these stories have become
popular on different platforms like YouTube,
Indian Cinema, Hoichoi and Amazon Prime.
They have also gained international fame
because of erudite scholars like Sreejata Guha
who have translated these books in English. The
detective’s role has been essayed by a range of
actors like Uttam Kumar, Abir Chatterjee, Jisshu
Sengupta and Sushant Singh Rajput.

KAKABABU

The next detective that we will get introduced to is
Raja Roy Chowdhury, better known by his
nickname Kakababu. He is a fictional detective
created by the author Sunil Gangopadhyay. He is
one of the most iconic detectives in Bengali
fiction. He made his debut in ‘Bhoyonkor Sundar’
(Terribly Beautiful) in Anandamela magazine’s
Puja edition. The series of detective stories
involving Kakababu gave the readers thirty-six
adventures over a period of 33 years till the
author’s demise in 2012.

Kakababu is presented as a former director of the
Archaeological Survey of India. He bears a leg
injury due to which he walks with the aid of a
crutch. In the early issues of these stories, it is
stated that Kakababu’s injury was caused by a
jeep accident in Afghanistan. However, later it is
revealed that the injury occurred when he jumped

off a cliff to save a friend. Yet, regardless of his
injury, he strives to untangle the mysteries and
overcome the challenges that present
themselves to him with his indomitable spirit and
sharp mind.
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Kakababu is a contrasting character to Feluda
about whom we will soon get to know more.
Despite having a fiercely rational mind,
Kakababu is a sensitive man who cannot bear to
see another person crying unlike Feluda who
rarely makes a display of his emotions. Along
with his nephew and companion Shontu whois a
well-behaved and intelligent boy and his friend
Jojo who is a mischief-maker, Kakababu is ever
prepared to embark on a new adventure be it in
the suburbs of Kolkata or the deserts of Egypt or
the forests of Kaziranga. Kakababu was brought
alive on screen by the famous actor Prosenijit
Chatterjee in Srijit Mukherji’'s 2013 movie
‘Mishawr Rawhosyo’ (Mystery of Egypt).

FELUDA

Coming to the third and probably the most
popular male detective on our list, let us know
more about Feluda. In the year 1965, Satyajit
Ray presented a handsome private detective in
his 30s carrying a .32 colt revolver and
Charminar smoking yoga buff called Pradosh
Chander Mitter or Feluda. The character was
introduced in the children’s magazine ‘Sandesh’
which Ray edited along with the poet Subhash




Mukhopadhyay. This fictional detective created a
special place in the hearts of children as well as
adult readers when he made his debutin ‘Feludar
Goyendagiri’.

Ray was much impressed and influenced by
authors like Arthur Conan Doyle and Agatha
Christie and wanted to try out his skills in the
genre of detective fiction. Soon after the release
of his landmark film ‘Charulata’, he illustrated and
gave the first draft of his detective story to his wife
Bijoya Ray to read because she was an ardent
follower of detective books. In case of all the
Feluda stories he entrusted her with the task of
checking if he had got the motive of the crime and
the modus operandi right.

These stories can also be read as travelogues as
Ray included his personal experiences of
travelling or used locations that he wished to
travel to. Feluda was accompanied by his young
teenager cousin Topshe and their older friend
and thriller writer Lalmohan Ganguly or Jatayu.
They appeared regularly in the novellas and
short stories of Ray till his death in 1992. Usually,
a Feluda story would appear in the special Puja
edition of the magazine ‘Sandesh’ or Desh which
was a magazine published for Ray’s novels and
short story collections.

Feluda stories have been adapted and converted
into several successful movies and TV series
along with comic strips and radio snippets like
‘Badshahi Angti’ (The Emperor’s Ring), ‘Sonar
Kella’ (The Golden Fortress), ‘Joi Baba Felunath’
(The Mystery of the Elephant God), ‘Kailashey
Kelenkari’ (A Killer in Kailash), ‘Tintorettor Jishu’
(Tintoretto’s Jesus) and many more. The famous
villain Meghraj who appears in three Feluda
stories like ‘Joto Kando Kathmandute’, ‘Golapi
Mukta Rahasya’ and ‘Joi Baba Felunath’ has
been compared to Professor Moriarty of the
Sherlock Holmes series.

MITIN MASHI

Now let’s turn our attention to some famous
female detectives of Bengali fiction. Although
there aren’t as many female goyendas as the
male ones, they have a dedicated fan base of
their own. The most popular among them is Mitin
Mashi, a creation of Suchitra Bhattacharya. Even




though Bhattacharya focused on contemporary
social issues, she made a major contribution to
the Bengali detective fiction genre as well.

Bhattacharya’s renowned detective shero,
Pragyaparamita Mukherjee, aka ‘Mitin Mashi’ is
in her mid-30s. She plays multiple roles of a wife,
a mother and an enthusiastic cook. A resident of
Dhakuria, she works as a private detective who
prefers using her mind rather than her revolver.
Her school-going niece Oindrilla who lives in
Hatibagan and is popularly summoned as
‘Tupur’, assists her in her cases. Bhattacharya
presents her female detective as an educated,
confident woman of the 21st Century which
makes her the most contemporary of all the
detectives on our list. Meant for young adults, the
Mitin Mashi series is narrated through Tupur’s
eyes. Like the Belgian detective Hercule Poirot,
Mitin Mashi believes in using her ‘little grey cells’
to not just solve a mystery but to find the truth.
These stories are a blend of the exotic and
familiar and are full of thrill and adventure. Family
holidays to different locations become the
backdrop for unfolding of mysteries.

Gender equality prevails in the ‘Mitin Mashi’
series as the readers witness the example of a
‘perfect household’ through the lens of
Bhattacharya. Mitin’s husband, Partho, is caring,
takes pride in her achievements and even shares
the household chores! Mitin is not calculative, yet
her mind starts calculating things as she interacts
with people. She also happens to be a woman
with good physical fitness. She is a completely
different person than the homemaker Mitin while
solving a case. Overall, she is endowed with a
multi-layered character.

Suchitra Bhattacharya wrote several stories
featuring Mitin Mashi for young readers which
were published in the periodical ‘Anandamela’
like ‘Saranday Shoitan’, ‘Hate Matro Tinte Din’,
‘Jonathaner Barir Vut'. Five adult detective
stories were also published like ‘Bish’, ‘Trishna
Mare Geche’, ‘Maron Batas’, ‘Megher Pore
Megh’ and ‘Palabar Poth Nei’. Mitin Mashi was
recently portrayed on screen by the Bengali
actress Koel Mullick.

THELU QUARTET

Have you read Enid Blyton’s detective series like
‘Famous Five’ and ‘Secret Seven’? Then you will
be delighted to find something similar in Bengali
fiction. Nalini Das, Satyajit Ray’s cousin, has
created the Lu Quartet- a group of four young
girls who doubled up as detectives. Kalu, Malu,
Bulu and Tulu are middle-school students staying
in a boarding school in a fictional hill town who
bust gangs and solve mysteries with aplomb.
They truly deserve the title of Super Sleuths.

Nalini Das can be credited with introducing
female detectives for the first time in Bengali
literature. Published in the magazine ‘Sandesh’,
these four girls have managed to create a special
place for themselves in a world dominated by
Byomkesh-Ajit, Feluda-Topshe and Jayanta-
Manik. What is unique about the Lu Quartet is
that not only are they girls but the first kid
detectives of Bengali literature. The series first
appeared in the 1960s as ‘Goyenda Gondalu’
and was translated into English as the ‘Lu
Quartet’ by Swapna Dutta. This series has not yet
been adapted for the screen but it has immense
potential to become a box-office hit.




PADI PISHI

You might find it a strange name for a detective
but Padi Pishi is not actually a sleuth. In fact she
is the one whose death triggers a frantic search
for a box of jewels among adults and children.
‘Padi Pishir Barmi Baksha’ (Burmese Box of Aunt
Padi) is a novel by Leela Majumdar who was the
Pishi (aunt) of Satyaijit Ray. Living till the ripe old
age of 100, Leela Majumdar wrote a range of
stories for children which were published in the
magazine ‘Sandesh’. The story of Padi Pishi’s
Burmese Box was adapted as a Bengali
adventure comedy film in 1972 by Arundhati
Devi.

Generations of Bengali kids have grown up
reading the exciting adventures of Padi Pishi.
Translated into English by Leela Majumdar’s
granddaughter Srilata Banerjee, the story takes
the readers into a world of fabulous treasure,
secret tunnels, elderly aunts and loving
grandmothers. Young hero Khokha, is a
schoolboy who goes to his uncle’s house where
he is told the tale of his famed Padi-pishi. A
formidable widow, she once tamed a bandit
brother of hers who passed himself off as a saint,
extracting a precious Burmese box in return for
her silence. The fiction goes into flashback mode

showing the exploits of the aunt. She is an
intimidating old lady who is more than a match for
the dacoits. She has the ability to shout down any
opponent.

The mystery surrounding the Burmese box is so
intriguing because it is supposed to be filled with
all kinds of precious jewels and Padi-pishi soon
forgets where she kept it. It remains
undiscovered even after her death. Back in the
present, the entire family searches for the
missing box but cannot recover it. A private
detective also searches for the box but cannot
find it. Eventually the box is found in the attic,
where ithad been hidden by Padi-pishi’s no-good
son Gaja. The way the story ends is best read
rather than described here. So go ahead and
grab a copy of the story and give itaread. You are
sure to feel sorry once the breathtaking journey
comestoanend!

Now that you have had a glimpse of some of the
best goyendas of Bengali fiction, why not get
better acquainted with them by reading their
stories in your free time? You can binge watch the
films and web series involving these famous
detectives too. Along with the sleuths on this list,
you can also take a look at the stories involving
Kiriti Roy (by Nihar Ranjan Gupta), Shabor
Dasgupta (by Shirshendu Mukhopadhyay), Arjun
(by Samaresh Majumdar) and Jayanta-Manik (by
Hemendra Kumar Roy). If you are already
familiar with most of them, there’s no harm in re-
reading some of these mysteries for the pleasure
they offer. After all “every man at the bottom of his
heart believes that he is a born detective” as the
Scottish novelist John Buchan says!
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UNCONVENTIONAL CAREER CHOICES

Are you worried about getting a job after
graduation or do you want to do something on the
side while handling a business? Here are some
unconventional career options that you can
explore and prepare for while completing your
graduation so that you never have to worry about
being employed in the future!

Fashion stylist
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If you have a taste for glamour then you can find
your calling in the world of fashion. Being a fashion
stylist not only involves being a wardrobe stylist for
celebrities and models. You can work as an image
consultant, photo stylist, personal shopper,
makeover stylist or design coordinator too.
Though there are no formal courses for fashion
styling, you can opt for a degree or certificate
course in fashion designing studies and start off as
an assistant to a renowned fashion stylist and take
it from there.

Dog Trainer

Are you a dog lover? Do you understand dog
behaviour? If yes, then being a dog trainer can
work wonders for you. Not only will you get to
spend time with adorable pets but also get paid for
it! Dog trainers are very much in demand because
many families have canine members who need to
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be taken care of just like humans. The job of a dog
trainer is to assist with behaviour modification and
obedience training. Acquire certification from
Certification Council for Professional Dog Trainers
and combine it with your personal experience of
dealing with dogs to give a kickstart to a successful
careerin dog training.

Alternative Healing
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If you are interested in natural treatments rather
than conventional ones, you can opt for a holistic
medicine career which is swiftly gaining popularity.
It is not always necessary to have a medical
degree in order to become a healer. You have a
variety of options to choose from- massage
therapist, chiropractor, Reiki practitioner, yoga
instructor, Tai Chi instructor and esthetician to
name a few. All you need to do is opt for a training




program in any of these fields and in less than a
year you can become a healthcare professional
with specialisation in Alternative Healing methods.

Ethical Hacking

According to the Ethical Hacking Council, “To beat
a hacker, you have to think like one.” Hacking is
illegal because it involves gaining unauthorized
access to sensitive information or manipulating
data. To fight this menace, a counter attack is
necessary which has given rise to the concept of
ethical hacking which is extremely relevant in the
age of Information. If you are a computer expert,
you can explore this field because most
companies hire ethical hackers to find
vulnerabilities in their system and fix them. Itis a
challenging career option which never gets boring
and pays well. Get a certification from any leading
institution offering this course and get going!

Voice over artist, Radio and Television
announcer, commentator

If you are interested in acting but are not getting
the chance to be in front of the camera, you can act
behind the camera too by being a voice-over artist

or announcer! Voice-over artists lend their voice to
animation films, documentaries, advertisements,
TV shows and audio books. Their job is to
transform the written word into audio with proper
expressions and voice modulations. Radio and
Television announcers present music,
commercials and news, interview guests and
moderate panel discussions on shows, read
prepared scripts, provide commentary during
sports events and other occasions. Some act as
emcees at weddings, parties and clubs. If you are
interested in such a career, it can fetch you both
fame and money.

Chocolatier

Have you watched Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory and thought how wonderful it would be to
have your own chocolate factory? Well, you can
make it a reality! Chocolate-making is a highly
creative field because it is an art and not everyone
can master it. Artistic and technical expertise is
required to work with different types of chocolate
and blend them with other ingredients. There is a
huge demand for customised chocolates in
foreign countries and Indians too are catching up
quickly. The best way to begin is to get trained by a
professional chocolatier through internship or
certificate courses. Once you are done with the
basics, you can start experimenting on your own
and come up with fascinating varieties to cater to




the requirements of clients.

Stenographer

If you are good at taking down class notes in
shorthand, you can opt for a career as a
stenographer. A stenographer is a person whose
jobis to transcribe speech in shorthand. It requires
taking down around 200 words per minute. There
is a demand for stenographers in press meets,
court trials, government offices, the Parliament
and doctors’ chambers. You can work as a
secretary or assistant to high profile professionals
like politicians and doctors and show your talent.
Though the job requires hardwork, dedication, a
good command over English and intensive
knowledge of Shorthand, itis a secure career and
you can be assured of a stable income. Just learn
how to use the steno machine and apply for
secretarial posts in private companies or
government organizations.

Headhunter

Looking forward to a career in HR? Then you

should consider becoming a Headhunter. A
headhunter is an individual who is hired by firms to
find executives to fill positions that require high-
level skills or offer high pay. Headhunters are on
the lookout for talented professionals in domestic
as well as international markets. You can work
independently as a third party recruiter for various
companies rather than associating with a
particular firm. Find the right person for a job who
meets the requirements of a firm and get paid
generously for it! A graduation degree combined
with good analytical and communication skills are
the only prerequisites of making a career as a
headhunter. If you are a human resource
specialist, then you have a better chance of
making it big in this career.

Adventure Sports Trainer

Be it scuba diving, paragliding, trekking or
adventure racing - with the craze for adventure
tourism skyrocketing, the need for a specialist
providing training in these adventure sports is also
on the rise. There are both short term and long
term courses available to make it a career.
National Institute of Water Sports & Nehru Institute
of Mountaineering are two popular places where
adventure sports trainer courses are offered. If
you are interested then you can look forward to a
career that is energetic, exhilarating and high
paying too.

Influencer

Are you obsessed with social media? Have a trick
up your sleeve to work out that online crowd? Do
you think you can use those tricks to affect the
purchasing decisions of others? You could be the
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next big social media influencer! There are more
than 3.5 billion people that use some social media
platforms every day and these people are all
potential buyers of products. You need to build a
profile that gives out a sense of expertise-
someone these people look up to while making
their purchasing decisions. You can have a huge
earning potential depending on how many
followers you have and how many of them you can
convertinto buyers. Plus, there’s no need to go for
any course or degree to become an influencer.
Now's the time to turn your obsession into your
profession!

SEO Specialist
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People look up Google for everything- to buy a
product or find information. A simple Google
search returns more than a million search results.
But do you know more than 31% people would
click on the first link that the search engine lists
after a search? More than 45% would click any
one from the top 3, while only about 0.78% of
searchers click anything from the second page of
search results. So if you are a Search Engine
Optimization (SEQO) Specialist, your job is to take
the client’s website to the top 3 position. An SEO
Specialist analyzes, reviews and implements

changes in websites so that they are optimized for
search engines and show up in the top search
results. This maximizes the visitors that a site gets
who can be converted into customers. All you
need to do is sign up for a course in SEO and offer
your services.

Social Media Manager
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For companies or celebrities, it is now very
important to have a strong social media presence.
It's probably the best way to connect with
customers or fans, or both. You may have already
liked Facebook pages of the brands you love, or
followed the Twitter or Instagram handles of your
favourite celebs. You probably see posts from
these pages every day, sometimes even several
posts a day. But who do you think writes up these
posts, edits and moderates them, posts them,
then engages with the audience in the comments?
It is certainly not the CEO of the brand or the
celebrity. It's probably their social media
managers. They are responsible for curating a
brand or a celeb’s social media channels. They
also strategize and execute digital marketing
campaigns to increase the engagements of these
channels and enhance social media presence
which in turn converts to audience growth and
engagements, brand reach, and conversions or
sales. There are many online certificate courses
for Social Media Management that you can
explore to join this profession.

Bioethics

Is abortion legal? What are the implications of
human cloning? What are the advantages and
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disadvantages of human genetic engineering?
Should euthanasia be legalized? The progress of
the scientific world is rapid and unrelenting but it
leaves some ethical questions unanswered.
Bioethics is a relatively new field of learning that
draws on two established academic disciplines -
bio sciences and ethics. It is the study of ethical
issues that emerges from advancements in
biology or medicine. Presently, there is scope in
the academic, clinical or research fields in
bioethics but this field is expected to expand soon.
This may be a relatively new field, but it has the
potential for becoming popularin the near future.

Video Game Designer & Script Writer

Passionate about gaming? Why not use your
creative talent and design games yourself?
Games are developed by coders, but they need a
storyline or a narrative. They need someone to
devise the missions, challenges or puzzles for
different stages of the games. They need to
collaborate with graphic designers and sound
engineers to add graphics, concepts or effects
without which the games would be dull. That's
where a video game designer or a game script

writer comes in! They are responsible for the
overall aesthetic of the games. Your writing skills
or knowledge of graphic designing can come in
handy here!

Food Critic

A food critic is someone who's passionate about
tasting and analyzing a wide variety of food and
sharing his or her experience for interested people
by writing or recording reviews. Food critics often
write in newspapers, magazines, food blogs or
social media platforms. Besides commenting on
the quality and taste of food, they also inform
about the restaurant's service, presentation or
atmosphere. Nowadays, these reviews also come
as vlogs where the food critics record their
experience of a restaurant with their smart phones
or professional cameras. A Food critic often rates
restaurants and provides comparisons with other
similar restaurants. Food Critics need to be
creative, articulate and expressive. If you have a
degree in English, communication, journalism or
any related field, you can try this career option. If
you are a foodie yourself, that's a plus!




Representation of Disability in Indian
daily soaps and their Dimension

Introduction : Television is considered to be a
powerful medium of mass communication that
not only reflects the happenings in a society but
also the social mind set of the mass. The TRPs of
the television serials determines the popularity
and demand of the serials among audiences,
hence the producers always gives priority to the
demands and preference of the audiences. While
itis caught up between the real and reel life, it still
serves as an important medium of entertaining
people, educating them and bringing a
behavioral change in their practices and
attitudes. Given the reach of the Indian television
industry it often has been effective in changing
people's perception, uprooting societal
stereotypes, as well as building stereotypes.

Disability is an important issue that is widely
misunderstood even today in India. Though an
important social issue, disability is often
neglected and people with disabilities often
marginalized and presented in distasteful and
disrespectful manner in Indian television serials.
What do we mean by disability? Or a person
suffering from disability? The World Health
Organization defines disability as loss of function
at the level of the whole person, which may
include inability to communicate or to perform
mobility, normal activities of daily lives, or
necessary vocational or avocational activities.
People often don’t understand the difference
between disability and handicap. Disability and
handicap are not the same thing. It is possible
that a disability is the cause of a handicap. For
example, if a person has a disability that prevents
them from being able to perform their daily work
normally, like unable to move their legs, it may
result in a handicap in running or driving.
Disabled people do not have to be handicapped,
especially if they can find a way around their
disability. For example, braille for the visually
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impaired or wheel chairs for those who cannot
walk or a hearing machine for a person suffering
from hearing disability.

Failing to understand the true meaning of
disability and identifying its intensity, more than
often social stereotypes are presented as “being
disabled” in Indian daily soaps like a girl being
overweight or having dark complexion is
presented and considered to be a “socially
disabled” person. If we consider the patterns of
disability as reflected in Indian daily soaps, then
that can divided into two categories. One being
the disability suffered by a person in true sense
like walking disability, hearing disability, speech
disability, mental disability and like that. Another
type of disability that is most commonly
highlighted in Indian Tele serials are perceived or
socially created disability, which is a dangerous
practice. These type of characters are often the
lead characters of the serials, the plot centering
on how they fight to gain acceptance in the family,
work place and society in a melodramatic
manner.

This research paper will be an attempt to analysis
how disability is portrayed in Indian daily soaps,
how social stereotypical mindset often creates
“disability” in a completely non-disabled person
and how misrepresentation of such things are
most common in Indian daily soaps. The
researcher shall try to conclude the paper on how
measures can be initiated to make Indian
television daily soaps more responsible and
legitimate in its portrayal of disabled characters.
Disability as portrayed in Indian Television
serials:

Indian television has come a long way since
inception in 1959. The telecasting of Indian tele
serials started in 1980’s with “Humlog” and




“Buniyaad”, both of them being family dramas.
Indian television has long been dominated by
female characters, though almost always
portrayed in a regressive manner. The irony is
that the majority of such serials are female
audiences. Larger than life sets, melodramatic
characterization has always been the chosen
favor of Indian tele serials. The area that is never
comes under the light in Indian television is the
portrayal of disabled characters in Indian tele
serials. If we compare Indian films with Indian
television shows, Indian films have always given
importance to portrayal of disabled characters
and with time the presentation of these
characters have evolved like Gulzar's “Koshish”
(1972) , Sanjay Leela Bhansali’'s “Black” (2005) ,
Amirkhan ‘s “Tare Zameen Par” (2007) and many
others. Often disabled characters are also used
for comic relief in films like the character played
Tushaar Kapoor in the “Golmaal” films. But when
it comes to television serials, since its advent till
date not much initiative has been taken to portray
the challenges faced by the disabled people.
Here comes the question why? The main reason
as stated by most television serials producer is
no demand for such characters. Television
shows are ruled by the TRPs and so to gain
higher TRP rates producers always gives priority
to the demands of the audiences. So where
comes the question that why our audiences are
not interested in watching a disabled character
on screen? As per the views of the experts, it's
due to the lack of proper knowledge, the lack of
awareness and direct experience with disability.
Also making a serial on a disabled character
needs lots of research work, which often the
producers and directors don’t want to do.

If we consider the patterns of disability as
reflected in Indian daily soaps, then that can
divided into two categories. One being the
disability suffered by a person in true sense like
walking disability, hearing disability, speech
disability, mental disability and like that.

But then again in Indian tele serials disability of a
person is treated with his karma or deeds like a
negative character suffering from some short of
physical disability is treated as a punishment for
his or her deeds. Another common practice is to

portray a character having physical disability in
comic manner, which often turns out to be
offensive. Say for example the best friend of the
hero, who is a side character with a golden heart
but is often the butt of jokes because of his
speech disorder or because he is adwarf. Rarely
do we find a lead character of an Indian tele serial
with a disability.

Rarely do serials made in India try to build a
strong central character to highlight the struggle
of people with disability in their day to day life.
Even if a serials starts with the aim and promise
tofocus on the struggles and pathos of a disabled
character, very soon they diverge from the main
theme and starts following the popular trend of
melodrama and the tried and tested formula of
superstitions. The producers puts the blame on
the audiences as they say serials with serious
issues concerning and revolving around disabled
characters fails to earn high TRPs, and to survive
in today’s highly competitive market producers
needs to earn more TRPs. Agood initiative in this
field was “Aapki Antara” produced by Drishtant
Media, which ran on Zee TV from 1 June 2009.It
focused on the life of a little girl called Antara,
suffering from autism. The daily soap started as a
social problem drama focusing on the issue of
autism, but couldn’t avoid the clutches of
stereotypical representation of “good” and “bad”
characters and typical high melodrama. Serials
like “Taapki Pyaar ki’ (2015), is hardly made in
India. The series began as the story of a girl
called "Thapki" who had stammering problem
and how she faces the challenges in her life.
Though the serial was typical and melodramatic
in its presentation, just like any other popular
Hindi serial but atleast it tried to focus on
disability, that to the lead character suffering from
it.

Another trend of portrayal of disability that is most
commonly highlighted in Indian Tele serials are
perceived or socially created disability, which is a
dangerous practice. More than often social
stereotypes are presented as “being disabled” in
Indian daily soaps like a girl being overweight or
having dark complexion is presented and
considered to be a “socially disabled” person.
These type of characters are often the lead




characters of the serials, the plot centering on
how they fight to gain acceptance in the family,
work place and society in a melodramatic
manner. Like “Jessie” in “Jessie jaise koi nehi”
where a young girl who is not beautiful according
to the accepted social perception, rather ugly ,is
treated like a disabled person, a person guilty for
not being beautiful, same as “badho” the
overweight village girl in “badho bahu”. These
type of presentation adversely effects mind of the
common people. Stereotypical representation
characters is a common practice in Indian
television serials. There are the tired and tested
formulas which the producers always find safe to
apply. The meaning of “disability” gets
misinterpreted by these characterizations of the
serials. Even when some character suffering
from mental disability is represented in any serial
it is more like a psychopath villain out for
vengeance, without any reason. These have an
adverse effect on the mind of the audiences, who
misinterprets the whole thing about being
“disabled”.

When we compare portrayal of disability in Indian
Television serials with that of their western
counterparts, we can notice how enormous
popular are the English serials portraying
disabled yet powerful characters like Artie from
“Glee” , “Breaking bad” , Tyrion Lannister from
“The game of the thrones”, and many others.
These characters are versatile and have depths
and layers, while in Indian television shows, till
now, disabled characters are mere caricatures
and lacks respect. Disabled people are part of
our society and should be given priority and
highlighted just like any other character in a
highly popular mass media like Television
because such television serials effects the mind
set and opinion building process of common
people. The disabled people are also viewers of
television serials, so for them characters which
they can easily relate with should be given equal
opportunities. The disabled people should never
be treated in such a way as viewers that they
either feel neglected orinsulted.

Conclusion:
Indian Television has come a long way since it
started telecasting its first serial “Humlog” in

1980’s, but when it comes to representation of
disabled characters in the daily serials, it is still
very regressive. It still have to go a long way to
show something productive in the television
serial’'s portrayal of disabled characters. We
claim to live in a post modernized age, age of
technology, age of development. But how can our
society be considered to be developed, or how
can we prosper, if we the people don’t change our
attitude and mind set towards the disabled
people among us. Moreover we are still creating
social stereotypical disabilities in full-fledged
manner. And a powerful and most popular
medium like television propagating them.
Televisions shows have effects on the mindset of
the common people, so the producers of
television serials should be more conscious and
liable while highlighting any character suffering
from disability. The disabled people needs our
respect and support not pity. They are part of us,
they need our affection and attention. Rather
television serials should strongly advocate how
rays of hopes, social respect and development
can be brought in the lives of disabled persons
and burden of their daily struggle can be a bit
lightened. That is our moral responsibility and
obligation also.
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The long awaited family trip to Balasore and Puri

As a child | never got the opportunity to travel
as my father was never keen to travel. | always
yearned to travel as | heard anecdotes from my
paternal aunt and uncle about their various trips
to different places. | would eagerly look at their
various albums after their trips every year to
different places. | would also listen to my school
and college friends narrating their experiences of
travel. | always wanted to grow up fast and
become financially independent so that | could
fulfill all those dreams and wishes which my
father never did. One such dream was to travel to
Puri and it came true after my 28th birthday.

We commenced our journey on 1st October
right after Dashami of Durga Puja that year
(2017) and returned just in time to celebrate
Lakshmi Puja. The trip was special for many
reasons, one of them was the fact that it was the
first time that | was travelling with my paternal
aunt and uncle and my closest cousin brother
Rintu da. It was also special because my sisterin
law and her parents were travelling with us for the
first time. We boarded the train from Howrah
station in the afternoon at around 1-30 pm and
reached Balasore around 5—30 pm.

We visited Balasore for a special purpose. My
uncle has his ancestral house in Balasore; where
his uncles and cousins live still now. His parents
had migrated to Chinsurah many decades ago
and settled here. Their ‘kuldevta’ is Raghunathiji-
(Lord Krishna) and it is their tradition to offer
prayers with the whole family along with the
newly - wed couple. Once we reached Balasore
in the evening we checked into our hotel |,
freshened up and began our errand to the
ancestral house to discuss about the timings of
the puja the next morning and to visit their
relatives over there. When we reached there it

—-Prof. Ankita Ganguly
(Dept. of English)

was pretty dark and we found an ailing
grandfather who was bedridden; he was one of
my uncle’s paternal uncle. It was difficult to view
the beauty of the house in the dark. The next
morning we started early from our hotel and
reached our destination. We could witness the
splendour of the architecture of the old house, it
was a little dilapidated, yet there was something
enchanting and haunting about the past. There
was a huge courtyard something which is
missing in modern houses and flats. Once we
entered the rooms we came across several
antique pieces. There was a beautiful mirror in
one of the bedrooms which caught my attention. |
was mesmerized by the sheer beauty, the
intricate designs of the carpenter who had crafted
the mirror. | was also fascinated by a very old
swing in the courtyard in the second floor. We
took turns swinging in that swing and clicked a
few family photographs there. Next we came
across a few embroidered wall hangings which
were beautifully crafted by the women of the
household. They were dead, but their art was
alive and they reminded me of Keats’ lines ‘A
thing of beauty is a joy forever’.

Then we offered our prayers in the small
temple of the house. Soon after we reached our
hotel, and started packing for our next
destination, Puri. We had our lunch and started
our short road trip to Puri from Balasore which
lasted around four hours. It was one of the best
road trips ever. The weather was very breezy and
pleasant and the view was amazing. We crossed
many rivers and came across several hills on our
way to Puri. We reached Puri in the evening.
Once we entered the Swargdwaar we could see
the vast sea beach. Thatfeeling was exhilarating.
We had booked Om- Leisure resort which was
located far from the sea beach and that was a




disadvantage for us. Though our resort was very
beautiful and luxurious, we had to hire a toto
every time we wanted to visit the beach or the
market and that curtailed our precious time. The
moment we entered the resort we were in awe of
the beauty of the place, the spacious gardens
were magnificent, the view from the balcony of
our room early morning, the next day took my
breath away. It was one of the finest mornings of
my life and | was grateful to God for giving me that

joy.

Once we reached Puri in the evening, we
unpacked our bags, freshened up and
straightaway headed for the sea beach in the
evening around 7 o’ clock. It was me and my
mom’s first trip to Puri. | was awe-struck by the
vastness of the sea. We sat there chatting for
some time, soon after | fulfiled my long awaited
desire of a camel ride. Me and my cousin opted
fora camelride, initially | was super excited, | was
really looking forward to it. | climbed up the
ladders eagerly and was very happy once |
reached the top, then my cousin climbed up, and
soon the camel started strolling and we started
enjoying the ride; but then the owner of the camel
commanded the animal to run, which made it run
and that scared me to death and the ride came to
an end as | had started screaming in horror . | was
afraid that | would fall down and break my neck.
After that we spent an hour standing near the sea
and let the waves of the sea touch our feet. The
waves came gushing at our feet and went back.
The view was spectacular, and it brought back
memories of my school excursion to Haripur and
Shankarpur beach for our Geography projectand
practicals, when | was in class 11, way back in
2006.How | enjoyed with my friends and
classmates over there!

It also brought back vague childhood
memories of my visit to Juhu beach in Mumbai in
1998, when | was a very young girl and was
studying in class 4. That trip to Mumbai was
special as it was the only tour my father ever took
us for. We three could never travel again after
that as | had aged grandparents at home. They
were all dependent on us and needed us by their

side. My dad stayed back to take care of my
grandmother, so that me and my mom could
travel to Puri. We spent almost two hours at the
beach and those two hours are etched in my
brain.

The next day we went to visit Jagannath
temple, it was a very different experience, where
we found the priests were hungry for money and
intended to rob people of their money. The
afternoon was spent shopping near Swargdwaar
and the evening relaxing at the beach again.
After having our dinner at our resort we explored
the surroundings of our resort. It looked amazing
at night . The next morning we would have to
leave, that realization made me sad and | wanted
to live every moment of our stay in Puri, ‘ kya pata
kalhonaho'.| did not knowwhen | would get the
opportunity to visit this beautiful place again. The
next morning after our breakfast we came back
to our rooms packed our bags and enjoyed the
view of the resort for the last time, our dream of
bathing in the swimming pool remained
unfulfilled as we did not have time. Our train was
at 12-00 from Puri station. We returned to
Howrah station, and then took a local train to
come back to Chuchura. The whole trip was
wonderful, we were very happy. But when we
reached Chuchura and got down at the station.
My cousin suddenly realized that he had
forgotten to take his laptop bag and left it in the
train. It was a nightmare for us. We were
exhausted, but had to wait till his search was
complete. He went to Bandel station in the next
train. The station master had been informed. The
laptop bag was ultimately found at 12 o clock
midnight but his laptop was stolen.

This is how my long awaited trip to Puri and
Balasore ended and with it ended one of my ‘to
do’ dreams; in the long list which features all
those things which | wish to do before | die.




Last Dream

Rajib woke up early that day. It was Sunday.
Raijib's house was in the village. After he got a job
in a news paper company, he shifted to Kolkata
and started living in a rented house in north
Kolkata. After he woke up, he took his bath and
started reading the news paper while drinking
black coffee.

Rajib was reading the newspaper with great
attention. Suddenly the calling bell rang which
distracted Raijib's attention from the newspaper.
He got up and opened the door. An old woman
was standing in front of him. She introduced
herself to Rajib and said, 'l stay beside your
house. My name is Pratima Roy.' Rajib asked her
to come inside. She went inside and sat on a
chair. Rajib came a few moments later and took
his seat beside the old lady.

Raijib —'Hi. Have we met before?'

No , said the old lady . Few days back your land
lord told me about you.

Rajib—"Would you like some coffee?'

'Sure' , said the old lady , Rajib gave a cup of
coffee to her and started talking.

She told — 'Since my child hood days, | love
reading novels and story books . | wished for
becoming a renowned writer. But | got married at
a very early age and all my dreams ended there.
However, | wrote many stories whenever | got
some free time. Nowadays | am not keeping well.
If you help me to publish my stories, | will be
grateful to you.'

Rajib- 'You are like my grandmother. | will
definitely help you. | will collect all your stories
from your house tomorrow.'

"Thank you dear, said the old lady, 'but sorry I have
to leave now. My maid servant is waiting for me to
have my lunch.'

Raijib —"You stay alone! What about your family?'
'All of them are settled abroad', she told. Rajib

—Souhardya Chatterjee
Journalism & Mass Communication
Hons

opened the door. She went away slowly.

In the afternoon after having lunch Rajib made a
phone call to his childhood friend Sagnik who was
an editor in a publishing company. Rajib told him
about the stories written by the old lady Pratima
Roy. At first Sagnik was not showing interest, but
after he heard all about the old lady from Rajib , he
told his friend “ | have to read one story of hers and
then it will be decided whether the story will be
published or not".

The next morning Rajib got ready quickly and
went to the house of the old lady . The house
opens into a dining-cum-drawing room. Rajib
went inside the house. He sat on a sofa. After
sometime Pratima Devi came out of her room and
sat beside him. Rajib took all the stories from her
pendrive to his laptop. After that he went away.
After Rajib went to his office, he sent all the stories
to his friend Sagnik through email. In the evening,
when Rajib was returning home from his office,
Sagnik sent a message to him for coming to his
office. Before Rajib went to his house he took a
bus and went to Sagnik's office. Sagnik took his
friend and went into his chamber. Both of them
started talking and after some time a boy came
with two cups of coffee and served it to both of
them.

Sagnik — 'l am a great lover of short stories, but |
have never read this sort of story before! She is
not blaming anybody for her loneliness in her
stories.'

Raijib —'So, will you please publish those stories in
abook?'

Sagnik — 'l have sent the stories for printing', he
smiled.

Rajib — 'Thank you, my dear friend. Actually |
made hera promise.'

Sagnik — 'Next Friday some members of our




publishing house will go to meet her. Can you
please make the arrangements?'
Rajib—'Sure!' He smiled.

Both of them came out of the office, took a bus and
wenthome .

On Friday morning, Sagnik came to Rajib's place
with a few members of the publishing house. All of
them had breakfast and went to the house of the
old lady. After they entered her house, they
crossed the dining room and were taken into the
bedroom. Pratima Devi was lying on a bed and
the doctor was sitting beside the bed packing all
his equipment. Pratima Devi welcomed them and
asked them to take their seats. Rajib introduced
Sagnik and Pratima Devi to each other. The
doctor went away after a few minutes. Then
Sagnik took out copy of the book and handed it to
Pratima Devi. She took the book in her hand.
There was a little smile on her face and a tear of
happiness fell on the hard cover of the book from
hereyes.

Pratima Devi - "You people helped me to complete
my dream. Now | am free. | have completed all my
work." She closed her eyes, holding the book in
her hand. There was silence inside the room.
Suddenly the noise of something falling down
broke the silence inside the room. The book was
lying on the ground and the curtain of the window
was just blowing in its own mood.

The maid servant told them that Pratima Devi was
suffering from high blood pressure. 'For the last
few days she was not taking her medicine in a
proper way. When | used to force her for taking
medicine she used to tell — 'l have completed all
my work except one and | am living for that only.'
You people helped her to accomplish her dream
before her last breath, and now she is free. | thank
you all'

Years passed away after Pratima Devi's death .
Sagnik publishing company became famous after
publishing Pratima Devi's book. Rajib joined a
newspaper company in Delhi.

WITCHCRAFT

(WITCH is a fallen woman.

WITCH reflects the images of Death and Evil.
WITCH can never love or be loved.

But once...

WITCH unmasked herself in front of MIRROR.
MIRROR falls in love with WITCH.

Rest is MAGIC...)

A rain-sodden night,

Around 3 o' clock perhaps —

Time stopped.

Something within me

Woke me up and

Forced me in front of the Mirror.

| opened my silhouetted eyes;

Saw a queer smile.

Mirror asked me:

“What is there in your eyes?”

| carefully studied my apparition,

And answered: “Death”.

Mirror shrunk in pain;

He started to weep;

Tears bathed the nocturnal glass.
Then he sobbed in soft balmy words:
“My Dear Witch, it's Love...Love...Love...”.

--Prof. Oindrila Sengupta
Dept. of English




WILL NEWSPAPER SURVIVE IN FUTURE?

This is 2019. This is an era marked by the
thriving surge of digital technology. It is most
obvious that Andriod and 10S run smartphones
are controlling our habit of consumption rather
than we consume them at first. Even the
international digital giant Google is planning to
move all its technological operations to the next
level with its much rumoured upcoming Fuscia
Operating System which will be predominantly
based upon artificial intelligence. Yes. there will
be a day when human effort will be replaced by
machines and manual labour will be a list
requirement in the way of living and honestly
thatdayisn't very far away.

You might be wandering why is this author
talking gibberish? Why is he talking about digital
technology and Al when he is supposed to talk
about the future of Newspaper? Well, every
discussion should commence with a proper
background at the very outset and that is the
primary intension. To bring in those topics at first
because at present the importance, to be very
precise the existence of the newspaper is
challenged by this phenomenon called
digitization of "everything", even evidently
journalism itself.

Let's jump into the main topic... w'ill newspaper
survive? Let's elaborate a little further... Will it

—-Prof. Siddhartha Chatterjee
Department of
Journalism and Mass Communication

survive in the age of digitization of journalism? |
am not going to deliver a straight answer to this
question but surely | am going to help you to
think about its answer in the subsequent
passages. Historically, newspaper ranks
secondamong all other mass media (after
books mass produced by Gutenberg in his
infamous printing press) as innovated and
implemented by the human civilization. The
need of the hour of its insurgency was to spread
the renaissance movement in the west by
spreading information and awareness to the
literate civil society of the European countries.
Gradually it went to America and subsequently
to the European colonies in the East. In different
time frame of its evolution it had serve different
purposes by its patrons and publishers.
Somewhere it acted as a mouthpiece of the
ruler or the other way it acted as a powerful tool
to bring in national solidarity. In its binary
identities it went under glamorous accounts of
success. Today, we come across with a typical
newspaper (both structure and content wise)
with its fully matured form entailing large
headlines, elaborated news and feature article,
editorials, post editorials, human interest
stories, reviews, critiques and appealing
photographs and colourful pieces of
entertainment. Even before the arrival of
internet based information platforms, it was
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newspaper which had served the most part of
the society to spread information and account of
different events happening around the world. It
is very important to note down here that even
Television with its very existence couldn't pose
any threat to the existence of newspaper. Today
the "WWW" has thrown this question to this
second aristocrat form of print media... will you
survive?

But the question should have been like this...
can news survive without newspaper? Can
media industry survive without print media?
Can readers survive without reading printed
materials? Let's examine what newspaper can
offer us that digital media cannot and vice-
versa, then come to a point of judgement. Let's
begin with digital media.

Digital media can offer us a number of new
avenues to keep ourselves up to dated, It can
offer us minute's information or account of
events almost instantaneously. With short,
crisp, less elaborative language and little
analytical treatment it can inform us multiple
times quicker than a newspaper. There is no
page (or space) limit and there is no cost from
the part of the reader to be paid. This is the most
appealing selling proposition of the digital
media that overpowers its printed counterpart.
Then again, there are obvious limitations it
bears where print media strives above.

It has been said that any mass media primarily
serves five basic functions to the society at large
composed of its esteemed readers, information,

correlation, surveillance, education, and lastly
entertainment. Among these five functions the
information and entertainment parts are been
smoothly handled by the digital media. It has
abilities to provide up to dated information at
every second. Each lime the user refreshes the
browser, it lands with a new sets of information.
Not only this but also limitless entertainment
can be provided to the users as series of
photographs, a number of short videos, a
number of gossip columns and so on. It hardly
distinguishes between news with public interest
and without.Moreover it doesn't allow its
skimmers to pause a while and think twice. It
doesn'tallow us enough time to spend upon one
particular news story or article or feature or even
a gossip story. It doesn't enable us very much to
remember what we read after the day is gone.

There is a popular theory in the studies of
Journalism known as "Agenda Setting'. This
particular theory as formulated by Maxwell
McCombs and Donald Shaw has many
analytical dimensions about the functions of
mass media, predominantly print media but |
want to stress upon one particular statement of
this theory which is very much close to this
discussion- *to think about". The immediate
question arises in our mind is... "To think about"
what? Albeit the news we read in a newspaper
or an article we read in a magazine or any story
or essay we read in books. This is the most vital
function that print media can offer us. | am
intentionally using this word "can" because of
many factors that | am going to talk about right
now. From the very beginningof the journey of




the newspaper it had put stress not only upon
news itself but also upon its analysis. An
analysis.that helps a reader to think deeply
upon any issue or event. Remember. | was
talking about the function of Mass media in the
previous paragraph? The education function
that we could not attribute to the digital media
can be attributed to the print media without any
doubt. The process of educating someone
cannot be limited to only giving instructions or
information. It demands understanding of that
instruction/information, analysis, assimilation
and finally putting it into practical life through
exercise. The first part is well served by digital
media, perhaps better than the print media. On
the other hand subsequent parts are better
served by the print media. Yes. because there
are dedicated pages for that (in Media
terminology it's called space).

The pages such as Editorial, Post Editorial.
Letters to the Editor, Debate columns. Reports
like Investigative and interpretative reporting, all
attemptto do so.

Speaking of investigative reporting an
interesting story popped up in my mind. ltis also
pertaining to the theme of this issue of
"Resonance". Therefore allow me to share this
story with you. Years ago a reporter of The
Indian Express namely AshwiniSarin made a
series of investigative reports upon the
wretched conditions of the Tihar Jail and torture
towards the inmates of the jail. Outside the jail,
he slapped an on duty policeman just to get
himself arrested and put behind bars for a

couple of days. As he thought things happened
accordingly. When he entered into the jail he
came across with the sort of human rights
violation had been practiced inside its walls.
Prisoners were given torn clothes, insufficient
and poor quality food. Even they were often
beaten up for trivial or no reasons at all. Even
there were practices of discrimination between
normal and high profile prisoners although
suffering imprisonment for similar kind of crimes
committed. We would have never known these
if Sarin didn't courageously made series of
stories in investigative format for us. Stories
used to be published in the front page of the
Express daily.

So, that's the worth of Print media. That's the
worth of newspaper. Quality readers get
qualitatively good materials to read. They get
scope to think as per the in-depth analysis of the
paper provides for them. It offers direction of
thinking and realising. Furthermore, it is a
friendly option for people who love to keep
references and records as well as for social
studies researchers. Whether printed
newspaper will survive in future that is a
debatable question and | leave it for you to
conclude within your mind, but if it stays, it is not
going to be a loss for quality readers for sure. If
you don't believe me then keep thinking. | think
by now you have already started analysing.
Adios!




To the Girl beside my seat

You caught my eye entering the coach. Grey
hoodie, blue jeans, straightened hair and light
blush of redness on your white cheeks.
Beautiful! | sighed, | remember how you were so
troubled with your blue trolley and how | went up
to help you, and you hesitated but then agreed
to take my help. It showed that you were
someone with lot of self-pride, the thing that
attracted me the most. Nevertheless, we
exchanged views many times throughout the
journey! And each and every time our eyes met
each other, It felt like the only thing | mocked
about till date has just been proved correct, and
yeah there where violins being played in the
background. Yeah you got it right...it was
obviously "love at first sight".

So | was pursuing my degree from Calcutta
University and was going to my 'mama bari' to
attend an occasion. Then there you were,
returning back home after attending an
occasion.

So much in common, in the opposite way. |
remember you were in the seat beside mine at
the topmost berth of the lavish AC 2 tier of the
train. Your mother was beneath you and so was
mine. Yeah, me and maa both were traveling.
Within hours my maa and your maa became
good friends, and we were certainly moving on
the same track.

Hope so!

So we were taking about studies, movies,
Marvel and DC, Harry Potter and Voldemort. We
had tons in common.

Itwas 10 pm at night and the train was shrouded
in silence. Oh no, not complete silence. How
can | forget the snoring of the 80 year old man

-Deeptanshu Pandey
ZOOLOGY (Hons)

sleeping on the side upper berth. | remember
how you took an empty bottle and crushed it
near his face, and the resulting look he gave
was so satisfying to us.

| knew that this journey would eventually come
to an end, and we'll have to go our separate
ways. So | just wanted to enjoy every single
moment till then. You told me your stories and |
told you mine, and for the first time | felt that
something happened to me that wasn't one
sided. We talked the whole night. It was as if |
wanted to memorize each word that conspired
between us. Just like PK recorded everything in
his tapes.

And then the time came, for us to move apart. |
remember how awkward | felt while asking for
your number, and how you laughed at my
condition. That smile, so innocent, it can even
melt the heart of Thanos! Then finally you gave
me your number, and we went our respective
ways. Months passed but | never got the
courage to message you. Yeah everything went
well in the train. But | don't know why | felt that
you wouldn't reply to my messages.

Till one day a message popped in my chat list It
said, "hey, its me, the girl beside your seat"

| was so damn excited, that | wrote a complete
essay, but keeping the attitude and ego in mind i
justreplied...

"Hello, yeah | remember...How are you..!"
Shereplied, "Not good!"
| asked "why?"

She said, "coz like that day on the train, you kept

me waiting for your initiative to talk.."




| laughed...and said that | was too scared to
message. She then called me up, and we
talked for hours and hours. Something
happened that day, which was unusual to me,
like nothing like this had ever happened
before.

Love it was | guess. But loving someone
whose name is still unknown to you....Funny
right?

But slowly you got busier with your life, and
that communication was limited to good
morning and good night texts.

Years passed by. One day a letter came from
some Palak. | read it and it was sent by that
girl whom | had met on the train. The arrival of
the letter brought me joy but at the same time
tears rolled down through my eyes. It
explained the whole experience of us meeting
for the first time and it ended with

“hey, to the boy beside my seat, will you travel
the world with me till death do us part?”

The Most Unhearahle Pain-
‘Destruction of One’'s Own Self’

-Priyanka Shome
English (Hons)

Destruction is a very broad concept, we often
attach words like mental disruption, unbalanced
state of mind, etc. with this word but destruction
becomes more difficult when it happens with
one’s own self consciously.

Destruction really hurts, but what gives more
agony is facing it or going through it several times
knowingly.

Haven’t you guys seen someone giving up their
good habits or maybe something they love to do
for a particular relationship or so? Isn’t that
destruction?

Maybe life is all about love and the people you
actually have at the end of the day, but what if you
suddenly realise one day that you eventually
gave up things which gave you sheer happiness
justto make that relationship stronger?

Our efforts, sacrifices, compromises, everything
matter to make a relationship work out, but what
will happen to us if we lose ourselves in this span
of time? Will that relationship be able to return
what we lost? Or do we have that assurance that
the particular relationship we gave up everything
for will stay? Will it be justified on our part to
accept our own destruction consciously?

No, it will not be justified because the person we
love should accept us the way we are, and this
particular thing is always primarily a key to a good
relationship. Destruction of our own self in a
relationship will eventually lead to the end of that
relationship.

So guys stop destroying yourself from today,
try to take out time for what you love because
at the end of the day it's you with whom you

have to live with peacefully and happily.




A Way Out

Far in the depths of a barren land
There lived a child with the gift of song.

She would sing through the day with hand in hand,

Waiting for someone to come along.

Some lost soul in search of hope,

Some wanderer from ages past,

There to aid the young kid cope

With the lovesome thoughts of the badland vast.

Days turned months, and months to years,
The child now a youth, smiled no more.

She alone could see her tears,

As she kept on singing, like an age old chore.
She longed to see the endless sands;

She longed to see the mountains high;

She wished to visit foreign lands,

And soar above all, through the boundless sky.

Time had passed and the child had changed,
A child she was now no more.

All she needed was now arranged,

As she readied for one last chore.

—-Shaswata Kumar Chowdhury
English (Hons)

Through the years where no help came,
And alone she faced her trials vast,

Her troubles did teach her many a game,
Games to overcome them at last.

The selfsame song that her heart did sing
In the loneliest of nights

Was heard once more as her voice did ring
To honour her many fights.

Above the ground she rose and rose

Till she touched the skies;

And looked in wonder as the moment froze
With glistening, awe-filled eyes.

Free she was, from the shackles old
That for ages did her bind.

Grow she did to be brave and bold,

For her true self to find.

She who did face many a test,

She who overcame them all;

She who learned at her own behest
To rise when she did fall.

A Young Heart

Ruthless Judgements of life inflicted her
tenderness. The complex system of society
which judges people at every edge. She was
different from every one, as they chose 'Chaos
as Stepping Stone'. Gradually, things started to
Change, she realised the value of love. May be
she wasn't ready for it but started perceiving the
warmth of it.

May be Love could get her back

Not By Glistening Words!

She was mesmerized by the soul of love

She had everything at the blink of his sight.

And now she's happy not by aromantic date
But, by an Inspired Faith!

All she could remember was dreams of him.
Getting his True Love! Very Sterling her love
story was. Thus true love existed at the blink of
vision. All things come upto a meaning, as a
promise to hold her hand Forever. Yet they
smiled and the sentiments Complied!

—Pragati Jaiswal
Journalism and Mass Communication (Hons)
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Ishika Jaiswal, Hindi (Hons)
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There is a Great Quote - "Half of the People
in this world don't know How the Other Half Lives".
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Across

1. Company

5. Boric

9. Moisten while cooking

14.
15.
16.
17.
19.
20.
21.
23.
24.
26.
28.
31.
32.
33.
35.
40.
41.
43.

44.
46.
47.
48.

50.
52.

Diva's offering
Pleasant

Luau greeting
Satisfied
Assistants
Stopped

Rework proofs
Relieve

Race an engine
Advise

Briny

Sets down
China's locale
Roasting stick
Amid

Make waterproof
Made docile
Tehran's country
Stern

Be a passenger
California wine valley
Bed board

Magic charm
Identifying label (2

wds.)

56.
57.
58.

61.
65.
67.

69.
70.
71,
72,
73.
74.

Tantrum
Milky gem
Stage item
Office notes
Copenhagen natives
Accord
Clapton and Roberts
Strategy
code
Fair
Skirt edges
Robin's home

Cross Word

Down

Confront
Strong metal
Orange skin
Fabrics
Raggedy

Refer to

Chilled

Devoted

. Sheep's comment
10. Foreigner

11. Fizzy drinks
12. The ones here
13. Artist's prop
18. First garden

O ONO N hwWN =

22. Plaything

25. Suit part

27. Neighbor of Mex.
28. Cloth belt

29. Yachting

30. Fibber

31. Restrict

34. Text section

36. Revolutionary
War militiaman

37. Aloud

38. Neck area

39. Small pest

42. Unable to hear
45. DDE's predecessor

49. Baby's seat

51. Silent actor

52. Lymph

53. Not together

54. Excessive excitement
55. Vote into office

59. Make eyes at

60. British baby carriage
62. Slight

63. Small bills

64. Right now!

66. Compass

reading (abbr.)

68. Naval off.




10.

11.

12

135

BRAIN TEASERS

Which word begins and ends with an E but
only has one letter?

In a one-story pink house, there was a pink
person, a pink cat, a pink fish, a pink
computer, a pink chair, a pink table, a pink
telephone, a pink shower — everything
was pink! What colour were the stairs?

Who is bigger : Mr. Bigger, Mrs. Bigger, or
their baby?

Mike is a butcher. He is 5-foot-10-inches
tall. What does he weigh?

Before Mt. Everest was discovered, what
was the highest mountain in the world?

What can you hold without ever touching
or using your hands?

First, | threw away the outside and cooked
the inside. Then | ate the outside and
threw away the inside. What did | eat?

What can be seen once in a minute, twice
in a moment, and never in a thousand
years?

What can travel around the world while
stayingin one corner?

The more you take out of it, the bigger it
becomes. Whatis it?

How many months have 28 days?

. What belongs to you but other people use

it more than you?

| speak without a mouth and hear without
ears. | have no body, but | come alive with
wind. Whatam 1?

14.

1.5z

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

| have cities, but no houses. | have
mountains, but no trees. | have water, but
no fish. Whatam [?

Which English word has three
consecutive double letters?

A woman shoots her husband and then
holds him underwater for five minutes.
Next, she hangs him. Right after, they
enjoy alovely dinner. Explain.

You are in a cabin and itis pitch black. You
have one match on you. Which do you
light first, the newspaper, the lamp, the
candle, orthe fire?

Jimmy’s mother had four children. She
named the first Monday. She named the
second Tuesday, and she named the third
Wednesday. What is the name of the
fourth child?

Give me food, and | will live; give me water,
and I willdie. Whatam I?

As | was going to St. Ives, | met a man with
seven wives. Each wife had seven sacks.
Each sack had seven cats. Each cat had
seven kits. Kits, cats, sacks and wives,
how many were going to St. lves?
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Cross Word Solation

F I R M A C [ D B | A s T E
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1. Envelope 11. All 12 months

2. There weren't any stairs. It was a one-story 12. Yourname

house. 13. Anecho

3. Thebabybecause heis alittle bigger. 14. Amap

4. Meat 15. Bookkeeper

5. Mt. Everest. It was still the highest in the 16. She took a picture of him and developed itin

world. It just had not been discovered yet! her dark room.

6. Yourbreath! 17. You light the match first!

7. Cornonthecob 18. Jimmy, because Jimmy's mother had four

8. ThetetterM children!

9. Astamp 19. Fire

10. Apit 20. One. Only lwas going to St. Ives




Concluding Thoughts

We hope you enjoyed browsing through the magazine. In these
unprecedented circumstances, we have been compelled to publish the
magazine in a digital version so that the efforts of our students and
staff members see the light of day. In these tough times, just as we have
found an alternative to move forward in our endeavours, you too will
find your way. Let us forge ahead with this inspiring poem by Michael
Sage:

We've all had times, when the going gets tough

The smooth ride suddenly, feels bumpy and rough
The good times are gone, it's all rather gruff

You let out a sigh and exclaim — “I've had enough”
We are all entitled at times, to gripe and to moan
What's happened to my life, you say with a groan?

My backpack seems weighed down, by a very big stone
How do I move away, from this miserable zone?
When a curved ball hits you, through a trick or a con
Remember the good days, when the sun always shone
Go forward with the belief, that you already have won
The best advice I can give, is to keep on - keeping on
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