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The Hydrographic Department of the Indian Navy derives its origin from the charting activities of
the British East India Company, way back in thel7th century. John and Samuel Thornton,
Hydrographers to the East India Company compiled the first chart and Sailing Directions for the
Indian Ocean in 1703.

India became independent in 1947 and the Department continued to carry out its functions
under the supervision of Surveyor-in-Charge of Marine Survey of India from Bombay. On 01 Jun
1954, the Marine Survey Office was relocated to its present address at Dehradun and was
renamed as the Naval Hydrographic Office, and the Surveyor-in-Charge, Marine Survey of India
was designated as the Chief Hydrographer of the Navy.

National Hydrographic Office is the National Authority for publication of nautical charts and
publications. Over 90% of the world trade takes place through the sea and with removal of trade
barriers; the volume of trade is ever increasing.

Over the years the sea trade has increased manifold and deeper draught vessels which can
afford additional cargo with increased tonnage are being regularly employed, thereby the
margin of safety for under keel allowance is continuously reducing. This has placed enormous
demand on more accurate and up to date Hydrographic information. The Department has a
fleet of eight surveying vessels including seven oceans going survey vessels and one catamaran
hull survey vessel.

Information technology applications to Hydrographic products and services have led to major
developments in the world of Hydrography. One is satellite based Maritime Safety information
updating service. The other is Electronic Navigational Charts (ENC) using the IMO type approved
Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS).

On the International scenario, India is an active and influential member of the International
Hydrographic Organisation (IHO), Monaco and has representation on its various committees.
INHD fully supports the work programmes of the IHO, especially in developing regional
expertise, and capacity building in Hydrographic Surveying and nautical charting in the littoral
region.

Since past many decades National Hydrographic Office, Dehradun is involved in systematic and
standardised collection of geospatial data pertaining to coastal configuration, depth of the sea in
the areas of National Interest, seabed composition, wreck investigations, tide current and
physical properties of water column, aids to navigation, marine traffic, etc.

The Chief Hydrographer to the Govt. of India is the coordinator for INT chart scheming Area "J"
in the North Indian Ocean. The various nautical/navigational products produced by the
Department are made available to the mariners through the Naval Chart Depots located at
Mumbai and Visakhapatnam.

Hydrographic products and services have gone beyond the traditional scope of marine
transport. Path breaking advances in Ocean Technologies in the past few decades, gave an
impetus to industrisalisation and exploitation of the Coastal and Offshore Zones. This in turn
also led to environmental concerns for these zones. All these developments have added many
new dimensions to value added hydrographic products and services. Beyond the traditional



'Safety of Navigation'; demands on Hydrography today, include Engineering Studies for Coastal
infrastructure development, Offshore hydro-carbon and Ocean energy exploitation, Pollution
Control and a wide range of Coastal Zone Regulation issues.

10. The Indian Naval Hydrographic Department under Vice Admiral Vinay Badhwar, NM the Chief
Hydrographer to the Govt. of India, is committed to the national obligation for greater marine
safety surveys under international conventions and national regulations, and providing quality
value added products and services to meet the diverse users needs towards sustainable
development of the oceans in the 21 st century.

Vision

Ensure availability of accurate and updated hydrographic products and safety services to promote
navigational safety for maritime community through hydrography in the region.

Objectives

The INHD objectives are:-

® Carryout accurate hydrographic surveys.

® Ensure availability of genuine, accurate and up-to-date navigational products to mariners.

® Provide hydrographic services to National and International agencies and Public as well as
Private sector undertakings.

® Provide quality training in the field of Hydrography.

e Ensure total satisfaction to the users of our products.

e Extend cooperation in the field of Hydrography to the maritime states in the region.

The Indian Naval Hydrographic Department (INHD) functions under the Chief Hydrographer to the
Government of India. The Department, being the nodal agency for Hydrographic surveys and Nautical
charting in India, has a very well established organizational setup. INHD has eight indigenously built
modern survey ships including one Catamaran Hull Survey Vessel (CHSV) fitted with state-of-the-art
surveying equipment and a well established 'National Institute of Hydrography' which is recognized as
the Centre for Imparting training in Hydrography' for South East Asia by IHO.
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