NBSSLUP

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is an autonomous organisation under the Department
of Agricultural Research and Education (DARE), Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India. Formerly
known as Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, it was established on 16 July 1929 as a registered
society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 in pursuance of the report of the Royal Commission
on Agriculture. The ICAR has its headquarters at New Delhi.

The Council is the apex body for co-ordinating, guiding and managing research and education in
agriculture including horticulture, fisheries and animal sciences in the entire country. With 97 ICAR
institutes and 47 agricultural universities spread across the country this is one of the largest national
agricultural systems in the world.

The ICAR has played a pioneering role in ushering Green Revolution and subsequent developments in
agriculture in India through its research and technology development that has enabled the country to
increase the production of foodgrains by 4 times, horticultural crops by 6 times, fish by 9 times (marine
5 times and inland 17 times), milk 6 times and eggs 27 times since 1950-51, thus making a visible impact
on the national food and nutritional security. It has played a major role in promoting excellence in
higher education in agriculture. It is engaged in cutting edge areas of science and technology
development and its scientists are internationally acknowledged in their fields.

The Indian Society of Soil Survey and Land Use Planning (ISSLUP) came into existence on September 20,
1986 in Nagpur under Societies registration act XXI of 1860 (Registration no. Maharashtra 301/87,
Nagpur) with 143 founder members. Late S.V. Govindrajan, former Chief Soil Survey Officer of the then
All India Soil & Land Use Survey, New Delhi was elected as founder President and Dr. S.B. Deshpande as
its first Secretary. At present, the Society has 498 life members, 25 annual, 39 institutional and 5 student
members.

Objectives

® To stimulate research and to collect, collate and disseminate information relating to all aspects
of soil survey, pedology and land use planning.

e To sponsor and organize symposia, seminars and conferences which provide forum for
presentation of papers in all areas of soil survey, pedology and land use planning.

® To publish journal, bulletins, reports and other publications to achieve the objectives of the
Society.

e To present a common forum for scientists working in soil survey, pedology and land use
planning where they can discuss topics of mutual interest.

® To enhance the education and teaching standards in soil survey, pedology and land use
planning.

e To work in association with other national and international societies having similar objectives.

® To undertake all other activities that may assist in the fulfillment of the above objectives of the
Society.



Our Mission

To conduct and promote research in the National Agriculture Research System in the areas of Soil
Survey, Pedology, Geomorphology, Remote Sensing, Geographic Information System, Cartography, Land
Evaluation and Land Use Planning.

GENESIS

Subsequent to the recognition of Soil Survey as a National Priority in 1947, a need was felt for creating a
centralized information warehouse to assimilate, verify and disseminate information on the nature,
extent and distribution of soils in the country. Consequently, the Government launched All-India Soil
Survey Scheme in 1956, which expanded in 1959 as the All-India Soil and Land Use Survey Organisation
(AIS&LUS). In 1969, the AIS&LUS was bifurcated into two wings, one being under the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research(ICAR). It was later in 1973 reconstituted as a Directorate through a Presidential
Notification. The Directorate was accorded the status of a Bureau in 1976 and was named as National
Bureau of Soil Survey and Land Use Planning (NBSS&LUP) with its Hqrs. at Nagpur, Maharashtra. It is one
of the fourteen Natural Resource Management (NRM) institutes of the ICAR entrusted to conduct RD&T
activities mainly in soil survey, remote sensing applications, land evaluation and land use planning.

Regional Centre, Kolkata is one among the five regional centers of NBSS&LUP responsible for conducting
soil survey and resource mapping of West Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa, Sikkim and Andaman &
Nicobar Islands. The center is a self contained unit engaged in satisfactory execution of several soil
survey and mapping related projects at various levels together with soil correlation and classification,
pedological research, remote sensing and GIS application for land management practices, assessment of
soil degradation.
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