NATMO

National Atlas and Thematic Mapping Organization(NATMO) functioning as a subordinate
department under the Department of Science & Technology, Ministry of Science & Technology,
Government of India, with its headquarter at Kolkata.

Since its inception, it is the sole national agency bearing the responsibility of depicting national
framework data in the form of thematic maps and atlases to cater the various needs of different sectors.
NATMO being a specialized institution of its kind also engaged cartographic and geographical researches
at national level.

NATMO has conceived and published more than eight hundred themes under the broad category of
physical, social, economic, environmental disciplines. It has the largest repository of spatial and non-
spatial data processed with greater accuracy for delivering good quality products. To ensure precision
and value addition, NATMO keeps pace with the most modern technologies viz. GIS, GPS and remote
sensing.

e FUNCTIONS

—

Compilation of the National Atlas of India in Hindi, English and other regional languages.
Preparation of thematic maps based on socio-economic, physical, cultural, environmental,
demographic and other issues.
Any other work entrusted by the Central Government or its agencies to NATMO.
Automated mapping and GIS application for increasing efficiency in mapping technique.
Geographical researches.
Digital cartographic research and training.
Golden Map Service covering whole of India especially towns and cities.
Web based maps and atlases making and updating.
Preparation of maps/atlases for visually impaired.
10. Digital mapping and training using remote sensing, GPS and GIS technology.
11. International collaboration in thematic and atlas cartography.
12. Capacity building and infrastructure development.
13. Documentation and publicity.
14. Any other work as entrusted to NATMO by the Department of Science &Technology, Ministry of
Science & Technology, Government of India.
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National Atlas and Thematic Mapping Organization is a specialized institution of its kind in the world.
This organization was assigned with responsibility in the field of thematic cartography and geographical
research at national level.

The plan of compiling a National Atlas of India was formulated for the first time in this country by Prof.
S.P.Chatterjee, the then Professor of Geography, Calcutta University.

e OBJECTIVES

The broad objective of this organization is to prepare atlases and thematic maps of the country to cater the
various needs of administrators, planners, politicians, researchers, students and the people at large.
Various themes conceived include physiography, hydrology, climate, administrative, political, social,
agricultural, industrial, cultural & economic scenario of the nation and the spatio-temporal changes
happening in the country. Major objectives of the organisation are:



To prepare atlases and thematic maps

To collaborate with other central and state government organisations to meet their map

requirements.

3. To promote the use of geospatial information and technology in cartography

4. To provide training in Remote sensing, Geographical Information System, Global Positioning
System and Digital Cartography.

5. To publish maps and atlases for the benefit of various users

6. To carryout geographic researches.
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The first National Atlas of India in Hindi popularly known as Bharat: Rashtriya Atlas having a 26 multi-
colour maps with a scale of 1:5 million portraying a comprehensive physical and socio-cultural structure
of the country was published in 1957 and was acclaimed the world over as a unique publication.

The organization grew in strength in the successive plan periods and took up projects of great national
importance. The Government appointed a Review Committee in December 1975 under the Chairmanship
of Prof. George Kurian and as per recommendation of the Committee, the Department of Science and
Technology through an order dated 9th August 1978, modified the name of the Organization as “National
Atlas and Thematic Mapping Organization (NATMO)”.

The Organization is now engaged in scientific pursuits for thematic mapping at local, regional, national &
international levels. It employs a large number of highly qualified professional geographers, perhaps
largest, less than one roof anywhere in the world.

e MAJORPROJECTS

'National Atlas Project' is the flagship publication of NATMO. Accordingly 'Bharat: Rashtriya Atlas' was
first published in the year 1957 and its English Version, National Atlas of India' was published in the
year 1986.

NATMO has taken up the project of Golden Map Service to provide location maps of any site of the
country in black and white on web either by place-names or by geographical co-ordinates. It provides
route map between two points in the country. It also provides a basis for a variety of social, economic,
administrative operations related to elections, crime, rural marketing, relief and supply etc.

NATMO has also pioneered in the field of mapping of Braille Atlas and atlas for people having low
vision. In this project maps and atlases are being prepared using the technology of Braille.

A project has been taken up on the publication of an Archaeological Atlas jointly by Geo Informatics and
Space Technology Development Agency, Govt. of Thailand and National Atlas and Thematic Mapping
Organization, Govt. of India, for cooperation in the field of Mapping and Geospatial Technology
Applications with thematic plates using high-resolution satellite data and geospatial technologies to
highlight the spread of Buddhism from India to South East Asia.

Other projects of this organization include some unique projects like School Atlas in different Indian
languages, Archaeological atlas, Anthropological atlas, Indian Heritage atlas, Micro level maps as an
extension of district planning maps, Landform maps etc.
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e FUNCTIONS

v Compilation of the National Atlas of India in Hindi, English and other regional languages.
v" Preparation of thematic maps based on socio-economic, physical, cultural, environmental,
demographic and other issues.

Any other work entrusted by the Central Government or its agencies to NATMO.
Automated mapping and GIS application for increasing efficiency in mapping technique.
Geographical researches.

Digital cartographic research and training.

Golden Map Service covering whole of India especially towns and cities.

Web based maps and atlases making and updating.

Preparation of maps/atlases for visually impaired.

Digital mapping and training using remote sensing, GPS and GIS technology.
International collaboration in thematic and atlas cartography.

Capacity building and infrastructure development.

Documentation and publicity.

Any other work as entrusted to NATMO by the Department of Science &Technology,
Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of India.
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